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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT/EDITOR

LACS HOLIDAY PARTY

Because we are all very busy in
December, we will hold our annual
holiday party on Saturday, January
24,2026 at 1:30 PM. We will cele-
brate having a good year in 2025 and
look forward to all that 2026 will offer.

Please invite your spouse and any
guests to join you.

We will meet at Fromin’s Deli
1832 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica
310-829-5443
www.fromins.com for menu

We will have a separate area, will or-
der off the menu, and have separate
checks. Our treasurer, Gavin, may
play his guitar for us. A 15% tip is rec-
ommended, but the choice is yours.

Please RSVP with the number of
people attending before January 21
to Mark Presky or Leah Clark.

LACS YEAR-END SIGN-OFF
As we power down 2025, let’s take a moment
to appreciate the upgrades we’'ve made—
both to our devices and ourselves.

May your Wi-Fi be strong, your passwords re-
membered, and your updates few and far be-
tween. Let’s head into 2026 with fully charged
batteries, defragmented minds, and maybe
even an organized desktop (we can dream!).

Thank you for another wonderful year of
shared tech tips, lively meetings, and good
humor. Here’s to more clicks, connections,
and discoveries with the Los Angeles Com-
puter Society in the new year!

Until next time—keep learning, keep
laughing, and never stop rebooting your
curiosity.

Composed by ChatGPT

#5 g QY
Christmas
Hanukkah
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GENERAL MEETING REPORT

By Leah Clark, LACS President/Edito
November 11, 2025 P
Topic: Artificial Intelligence :
Fun and Useful Tips
Speaker: Chris Taylor
APCUG Speaker

Chris started by demonstrating

how he generated a caricature

of himself using ChatGPT. Most of the
graphics he generated were free. Chris
spoke about generative and predictive Al,
giving many examples of both.

Generative Al (GAl) is not explainable. It
cannot be explained how generative Al
tools generate the content they present to
you. That can be scary. When using GAl, it
is essential to provide as much information
as possible in your prompts. ChatGPT may
be the best-known example of GAl.

Predictive Al (PAI) focuses on up-to-date,
factual information derived from real data. It
can predict patterns and make recommen-
dations. Perplexity.Al may be the best-
known PAL.

Al can work easily and correctly, but some-
times it gives plausible incomplete, or incor-
rect answers or hallucinations. Always pro-
vide lots of context to help Al, and always
verify results. Try different tools to get the
best results.

Text to Image

Chris discussed the major tools for image
generation. They include Microsoft CoPilot,
ChatGPT, Image FX, Google Gemini, Per-
chance Al Image Generator, and |ldeogram.
These tools can be very successful, but
they can also give terrible results. If you
don’t get the results you want from one tool,
try another. Chris shared many results from
these tools; some results were quite come-
dic! Sketches tend to be of higher quality
than photo-realistic images.

Generating a Prompt

Chris asked ChatGPT to create a prompt for a
caricature that shows specific traits. It gener-
ated a lengthy, detailed prompt, which, in turn,
produced a very successful image.

Image to Text—and Back to Image

This is good for creating an image similar to
another. It is helpful if you get an image from
the internet, but you want to avoid copyright
issues. Chris showed a fantastic result.

Text to Image Conclusions

These tools can often be an exercise in frus-
tration, hit-or-miss. Keep at it, and you will get
decent results. Elaborate your follow-up
prompts, use Al to generate prompts, and use
Al to create an image from text.

Generating Creative Text Works

Chris asked Nvidia to “generate a podcast
with two people discussing the latest ad-
vancements in digital imaging, including sen-
sor technology and Al advancements in post-
processing.” It came back with a 443-word
podcast with pretty good information. He
could click on a button to see the reasoning
behind how the content was generated. He
then showed the results of expanding the
podcast.

Predictive Al Searching for Answers

This is not asking Al to generate new infor-
mation, but to search the web for the best an-
swer. Perplexity.Al does a good job of finding
sources, summarizing conclusions, and giving
links to sources so you can verify. You can still
get wrong answers. ChatGPT, Copilot, Note-
bookLM, Gemini, Ithy, and others also do a
good job. Chris showed other examples. A re-
port can show information combined from var-
ious sources and give sources for related in-
formation. Chris demonstrated the different
formats and references from other tools. Ithy
provides the URL to its reports so you can
share them with others or review them later.
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You must be careful when you ask Al for
information. Chris gave some examples of
wrong information. Pay attention to the ex-
planations and check references.

If You Don’t Know How To Do
Something, Ask Al.

Chris asked for help with Excel and
showed a little trial and error to get the
correct formula for what he wanted to do.

Google Al Studio

This can change how you learn software
forever. It can see your screen and help
with using software. You can ask ques-
tions, get answers, and learn by doing.
Chris shared URLs for YouTube videos on
learning Al Studio. He demonstrated learn-
ing how to alter content in Excel columns.
Using Copilot in Excel 365 can do a lot of
things for you. There are other helpful
tools besides Copilot, like Anthropic’s
Claude.

Summarizing Video, Text, and a
Web Page

Chris showed the results of using Perplex-
ity.Al to summarize a YouTube video. A
15,000-word document and a web page
were produced. He received very credible
summaries.

Deep Research

NotebookLM uses materials uploaded by
the user, or it can find many different
sources on the internet. It can accept huge
files to answer questions, generate sum-
maries, study guides, podcasts, provide
citations, and more.

When Hallucinations Are Problematic

Chris told of false information getting into
newspapers; some of it is laughably wrong
and embarrassing. This can affect court
cases if fake information is Al-generated.
Why do Al models hallucinate? Confident
guessing is often rewarded over admitting
uncertainty. Fake Al can be costly.

Text to Video

This is often not free. Chris showed some ex-
amples from a couple of years ago that weren’t
very good. Then he showed some fantastic re-
cent videos generated by Google’s Veo3d from
prompts. It is expensive, but it may be worth it
if you’re producing something for commercial
use. Problematic fake Al Videos have been
made.

Creating a Song

Chris used ChatGPT to create the lyrics for a
song, then used Suno to create the music. It
was so amazing!

Al Integration in Web Browsers

Chris gave examples of Gemini browser inte-
gration in Chrome. This included modifying a
recipe, looking across multiple tabs, adding a
calendar reminder, integrating with Gmail, and
more. He then discussed using Copilot integra-
tion in Edge.

Other innovations Chris presented were web
browsers from Al companies: Atlas from
OpenAl and Comet from Perplexity.

This presentation was full of fascinating infor-
mation. Attendees received links to the PDF
slides with many URLs, the presentation re-
cording, and the Al summary. There is no way
| can include everything in this report. «
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I'LL NEVER CONNECT MY FRIDGE
TO WI-FI

By Sydney Butler
How-To Geek, November 2025

I love smart home technology,

and I've always dreamed of living

in the house from Back to the Future 2 or The
Jetsons. Still, as a grown-up with a little more
experience of what technology is really like on
a day-to-day basis, | have some reservations
about what should or should not be "smart".
With "smart" these days meaning "connected
to the cloud".

A key device | never want to connect to the
mothership is my fridge!

Because It’s a Fridge, Not a Smartphone

| don't mean that | don't want a smarter fridge.
There are plenty of ways fridges can be
smarter, but the one | have right now is al-
ready pretty good at its job. It keeps my food
at the temperature | specify while using as
little power as possible.

We all have smartphones, smart TVs, and
various other smart gadgets scattered around
our homes. | don't need my fridge to tell me
what the weather is like outside or to play
YouTube videos. | certainly don't need it ping-
ing me with notifications or tracking my shop-
ping habits. Not everything that runs on elec-
tricity needs an app or a network connection.

Wi-Fi Adds Complexity Where None
Is Needed.

Adding smart features and Wi-Fi to a fridge
just adds more failure points. Updates will go
wrong, or support for features will go away.

| don't know about you, but a fridge is one
of those things | only replace when it's be-
yond repair. I've only bought two fridges in
the last 20 years, and | don't want some-
thing that will go wrong for no good reason
four or five years after purchase.

| don't care how many years of support a
company promises for a smart device; my
fridge is a mission-critical appliance. | liter-
ally cannot afford for something to go
wrong with it. Especially if it's something a
local technician can't fix with spare parts
and a toolbox. Don't think I'll ever forget
how an Amazon server outage bricked
people's extremely expensive smart beds
(as reported by 404 Media) and left them
unable to sleep in the beds they owned in
many cases.

Privacy and Security Aren’t After-
thoughts—They’re After You.

If there's one thing the last few years of
"smart" home devices has taught me, it is
that if something has a screen, they'll find a
way to put ads on it. It's getting harder and
harder to escape the slide into that

one Black Mirror episode where the guy is
trapped in a room and forced to look at
ads, and even closing his eyes doesn't
work because they just torture him with
sound until he looks again.

The worst part of this is that some of these
devices—quite expensive ones at that—
are Trojan horses for advertising. The ads
come later, after people have already
bought their gadgets. This is happening
with Samsung smart fridges, and my LG
CS OLED TV only started showing ads af-
ter an update about a year after | bought it.


https://www.404media.co/the-aws-outage-bricked-peoples-2-700-smartbeds/
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It's not just having advertising shoved in your
face, but also the privacy issues that come
with network-connected smart devices. Just
look at the Automatic Content Recognition
scandal, where it turns out that many smart
TVs are spying on everything you watch.
Even your private home movies are sampled
and sent away to a data center for analysis.
They promise all sorts of privacy safeguards
are in place. They use an opt-out model and
complicated legal language to hide the fact
that this is happening while covering them-
selves in case it ever goes to court.

At least with a smart TV, | can cut it off from

my network and use something like Apple TV,

which (for now) offers better privacy protec-
tion. But if you're buying a smart fridge that
defeats the point, you might as well skip the
whole exercise and just get a box that makes
things cold without building a market-able
profile for data brokers.

The Beauty of Staying Offline

| want a fridge that doesn't need to be re-
booted, doesn't have to check in with an up-
date server, and won't ever lock me out be-
cause of a software bug. It needs to plug into
the wall, ask me "how cold do you like the
food," and then do nothing but literally chill
out until | need a snack.

| recently bought my wonderfully dumb Sam-

sung fridge. | expect to be fine for a few years

yet (fingers crossed), but I'm worried that the
next time | have to buy a fridge, | won't have
any choice besides a "smart" model. | doubt

very many people will pay to be the beta test-

ers for these expensive, privacy-invading ad-
vertising billboards you can keep food in.
When companies that make them get the
kinks out and figure out how to make enough
money from your data, you can bet there will
be affordable smart fridges galore. «

HOW RESTAURANTS ARE USING
Al TO IMPROVE YOUR DINING

EXPERIENCE

TechforSeniors Newsletter, November 2025
www.techforsenior.com

Technology in restaurants isn’t just about

robots or fancy gadgets. More and more,
restaurants are using artificial intelligence
(Al) behind the scenes to make the cus-
tomer experience smoother, faster, and
more enjoyable. The goal isn’t to replace
people—it’'s to help employees focus more
on guests and less on repetitive tasks.

One of the most significant changes is how
restaurants take and process orders. Some
chains are testing Al-powered drive-thru
assistants who listen to

your order and enter it
automatically. When

these systems work

well, they shorten the Al-Powered Drive-Thru
wait times and reduce mistakes.

Inside the restaurant, self-service kiosks
are becoming more common. While some
older guests prefer a hu-
man cashier, many appre-
ciate the ability to take
their time, customize
items, and avoid long
lines. And importantly,
kiosks often allow staff to be moved to roles
where personal interaction matters more.

Self-Service Kiosks

In the kitchen, Al plays a quieter role. Smart
ovens can automatically adjust cooking
times. Sensors can tell when fries or
chicken are perfectly cooked. Some restau-
rants even use simple robots to handle re-
petitive tasks like frying, freeing employees
to focus on customer service and food
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quality. These tools help maintain con-
sistency—your meal is more likely to taste the
same every visit.

Al is also helping restaurants stay stocked
and ready. By studying sales patterns,
weather, holidays, and even local events, Al
systems can predict how much food a restau-
rant will need each day. This reduces waste
and prevents disappointing moments when an
item is sold out. Some systems even reorder
ingredients automatically when supplies are
running low.

For customers ordering from home, Al is im-
proving online experiences too. Many web-
sites and apps now use personalized recom-
mendations, suggesting items based on your
past orders. Instead of random upsells, the
system learns what you actually like. Restau-
rants are also using Al to write clearer emails,
choose better photos for promotions, and
tailor messages to different audiences.

Even behind the scenes, Al is helpful. Manag-
ers use Al tools to build smarter schedules,
making sure they have enough staff during
busy times without overscheduling during
slower periods. Other systems monitor cus-
tomer feedback, online reviews, and surveys
to identify problems before they escalate.

At the end of the day, the purpose of Al in
restaurants is simple: to make dining easier,
quicker, and more enjoyable. You may not
always see it working, but Al is becoming a
quiet partner in helping restaurants deliver a
better experience—whether you're ordering a
burger, picking up a pizza, or enjoying a
sit-down meal with family.

Inventory Management

.)))
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Personalized Recommendations

MANY FUN AND FREE

GOOGLE APPS
By Jim Cerny
The Sarasota Technology
Users Group
Thestug.org
Monitor, June 2025

I'm always amazed at the number of free

Google apps available to anyone with a
Google account. If you have a Gmail ad-
dress, congratulations — that is your
Google account! It opens the door to a
world of fun and useful tools available for
free. When you're logged into your Google
account (or Gmail), look for the small grid
of nine dots (3 by 3) in the upper-right cor-
ner — that’s the app launcher. Click it to
see a long list of free Google apps.

Many of these apps are excellent for busi-
ness and organizations, but here’s my per-
sonal list of favorites that | think most of
you will enjoy. And remember — you can
always "Ask Google" how to use any of
these apps and find helpful videos online!

Top 10 Free Google Apps to Explore

1. Google Maps — Plan your trips, explore
new areas, and get real-time traffic up-
dates. It can even show you where you
parked your car!

2. Google Calendar — Keep track of ap-
pointments and events. Calendars can be
shared with others, and each person's en-
tries can be color-coded.

3. Contacts — Store all your contact infor-
mation in one place. Sync with your
smartphone for easy access on the go.

4. Google Earth — Virtually explore the

Continued on page 16
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LACS INFORMATION

HOW TO JOIN LACS’ MAIL LIST

LACS has an active, general email list,
PC@LACS.Groups.lO, that goes to all
members on the list. Members will receive
meeting notices and Zoom links via this list.
Members can also ask questions, offer sug-
gestions, and help others.

New LACS members will receive an invita-
tion from Groups.lO to join this list with two
weeks to accept. Other LACS members
may join the list by sending an email to
Larry McDavid, Groups.lO Manager. See
the roster for contact information. They will
receive an invitation to join. Contact Larry
with any questions about joining.

FIX YOUR PC FOR FREE

LACS member and presenter,

Jim McKnight has an open

offer to LACS members to diagnose, re-
pair, disinfect, or upgrade members' PC’s
for free.

There are certain limitations to Jim’s offer,
so see the details by clicking the “Fix my
PC for Free?” link at www.jimopi.net.

Non-members can wisely invest in a one-
year new regular LACS membership
($40.00), and Jim will fix your PC prob-
lem, too. Contact Jim for specific
considerations.

USING PAYPAL OR ZELLE
To pay LACS by Zelle, log into your bank
with your username and password.
Select Transfer Money > Send Money
with Zelle. Follow the instructions. The re-
cipient is Los Angeles Computer
Society. Select Send by email. Enter
lacomputersociety@gmail.com
Add a note telling what the payment is for
and your contact information.

The wording may be a little different on
your bank’s site.

To pay LACS by PayPal, go to this link:
www.paypal.com/paypalme/00001024,
and then click on Send. Log in to your
PayPal account or sign up for an account
so that PayPal knows where to get the
money to send. Follow the prompts. Enter
the amount to pay, then click on Add a
note. Say what the payment is for. If it is
for dues, add your physical and email ad-
dresses, preferred phone number, and if
you want a hard copy or an electronic
copy of User Friendly.

CHANGE CONTACT INFORMATION
Go to www.lacspc.org. Click on Join
LACS in the bar under the picture. Under
Membership Update, select Click Here
to select either the DOC or PDF form. Fill
it out; email it with your changes to Leah
Clark. See the LACS roster. Or mail it to
Los Angeles Computer Society
6201 W. 87t St. # 4095
Los Angeles, CA 90045

HYPERLINKS

Underlined text (blue in the color edi-
tion) in User Friendly usually means it's
a hyperlink to a website. Click on the link
in the online version to see the refer-
enced place. You can also copy and
paste it into your browser’s search or
address bar.

USER FRIENDLY BACK ISSUES
AND INDEXES
See back issues and indexes of User
Friendly at https://www.lacspc.org.
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LACS CALENDAR

December

THERE WILL BE NO LACS BOARD OR
GENERAL MEETINGS IN
DECEMBER.

ENJOY A HOLIDAY REST.

December 14: Hanukkah
December 25: Christmas
December 21: First Day of Winter

December 26: Kwanzaa

December 31: New Year’s Eve
January 5: LACS Board Meeting

January 13: LACS General Meeting

UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS

December: No board or general
meeting

January 13: William James

Edge Browser’s Secrets

January 24: Holiday Party
Froman’s Deli, See page 2
February 10: TBA

Please watch your email and User
Friendly for changes and updates.

VISIT OTHER APCUG COMPUTER USER
GROUPS AND SEE THEIR
NEWSLETTERS

LACS heartily welcomes visitors from other
user groups, and we are welcome to join
other groups’ meetings.

Go to www.APCUG2.0org. Click on Member

Benefits, then on Groups Sharing Meet-
ings or on Newsletters Online.

ATTENDING A ZOOM MEETING

LACS members who are on our PC
email list and guests will receive a link,
meeting ID, passcode, and instructions
to attend the LACS general meetings a
few days before the meeting. Please
let Leah Clark know by the morning
of the meeting if you don't have it or
have any problems.

LACS members and meeting guests
will receive links to the recordings of
Zoom meetings via email.

You can put an icon to the link to a
meeting on your desktop so it's
handy at meeting time.

1. Right-click a blank spot on your
desktop.

2. Select New from the drop-down
menu.

3. Select Shortcut.

4. Type or copy and paste the link in
the box that says "Type the location of
the item."

5. Click Next.

6. Type a name for the shortcut.

7. Click Finish.
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MEMBERS HELPING MEMBERS

LACS members volunteer to help other members solve hardware and software
problems by telephone or during the hours listed below. Please select a topic
from the list below and then contact a person whose number is listed next to it.

Find a helper's email address and phone number on your roster. If you don't
have your roster, email Leah Clark at the address below. Only members in good
standing may receive a roster. We hope you find this LACS free service useful.

If you are experienced using a particular program or hardware, please volun-
teer to be a consultant. You don't have to be an expert. To volunteer for this

list, to make corrections, or to ask questions, please email Leah Clark at

leahjc (at) sbcglobal.net

Android Smartphones — 5 Moxilla Firefox — 7 Quicken -5, 8
Apple devices — 7 MS Excel-5,7,8 Thunderbird — 4
Anti-Malware and Backup-4,5 MSWord-1,5,8 Utilities — 4, 5
Genealogy — 5 MS Outlook — 1, 5 Windows - 4,5
Groups.IO -9 MS PowerPoint - 5, 7 WordPerfect — 5
Hardware — 4 PDF -5, 8 Zoom—2,6
Lotus Word Pro, Approach — 4 Photoshop Elements — 2
Preferred Time for Phone Calls
Number Name From To

1 Loling Beckman 10:00 AM 6:00 PM

2 Leah Clark 7:00 AM 5:00 PM

4 Jim Mc Knight 8:00 AM 7:00 PM

5 Stephanie Nordlinger 9:00 AM 9:00 PM

6 Mark Presky Any Any

7 Paula Van Berkom 9:00 AM 5:00 PM

8 Joan Wilder 9:00 AM 9:00 PM

9 Larry McDavid Contact by email

Note: Times are Pacific times.

10
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OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND LEADERS

POSITION NAME TERM
President Leah Clark 2025
Vice President Stephanie Nordlinger 2025
Acting Secretary Stephanie Nordlinger 2025
Treasurer Gavin Faught 2025
Director Loling Beckman 2025
Director Donna Barton 2025
Director Mark Presky 2025
Director Jim McKnight 2026
Director Paula Van Berkon 2026
Director Open 2026
Director Open 2026
APCUG Representative Leah Clark
Corporate Counsel Stephanie Nordlinger
Database Manager Loling Beckman
Groups.io Manager Larry McDavid
Newsletter Editor Leah Clark
Program Chair Stephanie Nordlinger
Publicity Mark Presky
Quick Consultants Leah Clark
Webmaster Paula Van Berkon

Lacs Mailing Address: 6201 W. 87" St. # 4095, Los Angeles, CA 90045
LACS Website: https://lwww.lacspc.org

Please use your LACS roster for email addresses and phone numbers to contact any
officer, board member, or other member. Only LACS members may receive a roster.

Please note: The 2024 roster was in the middle pages of the May User Friendly. It
was mailed to all LACS members, including those who usually receive only the elec-
tronic version. The roster will not be sent electronically to anyone. Be sure to keep it
where you can easily find it when you need it. If you don’t have the roster, please
contact Leah Clark at < leahjc (at) sbcglobal.net >.

11
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WONTONS, SLUSH AND WET

PHONES
Ask Bob Rankin
November 2025
https://askbobrankin.com/

Millions of cell phones are

“drowned” each year. When your phone
stops working after falling into the sink, toilet,
bathtub, swimming pool, muddy puddle,
lake, or the ocean, can it be saved? In many
cases, the answer is “yes,” if you do the right
things and don’t do the wrong things. If
you're thinking about using rice, silica gel,
cat litter, couscous, or instant oatmeal, don't
waste your time. Here's what you need to
know if your device is dunked —and what
this has to do with wonton soup.

How to Rescue a Wet Phone

A few years ago, | wrote about dropping my
brand-new Samsung Galaxy phone in a pud-
dle of dirty slush outside a Chinese restau-
rant in Brooklyn, NY. While sipping my
wonton soup, | tried to figure out how to get
home without my non-functioning phone's
GPS assistance.

| thought about asking for a takeout con-
tainer filled with uncooked rice, but my for-
tune cookie told me, "You will soon witness a
miracle." So, | decided against the rice, and
that turned out to be a good thing.

Fortunately, | already knew that the worst
thing you can do is the first thing most peo-
ple want to do: press the power button to
see if the phone will still work. That is a good
way to create a short circuit that will fry the
electronics and ensure the device never
works again. So resist the urge to power
up a dripping wet phone.

My next adventure was taking my new
Motorola phone for a 15-minute swim in a
chlorinated pool. Sadly, at less than a week
old, it proved to be a poor swimmer.

If a waterlogged device won’t power up,
then obviously the next step is to plug it
into a charger, right? No, that’s like toss-
ing a hair dryer into a bathtub. You may fry
the charger as well as the device.

The next thing you might be tempted to do
is shake the phone to get the water

out. That sounds good, but shaking a wet
phone is a bad idea because it can spread
water deeper into the device, increasing the
risk of damage to critical components such
as connector pins, solder joints, ribbon ca-
bles, and exposed circuits. Shaking dis-
perses water toward these vulnerable ar-
eas, potentially causing short circuits when
the phone is powered on. If the liquid con-
tains minerals, salt, or contaminants (chlo-
rine, toilet water, or mud), shaking pushes
those particles into areas even harder to
clean.

Oh, and speaking of hair dryers, they are
often used to dry out a wet phone, laptop,
tablet, or other device. This technique is
based on the right idea: remove all moisture
before powering up the device. But it's a
long, tedious process, even if done cor-
rectly, and the heat can damage the
electronics.

What About the Rice, Silica, Oatmeal,
and Cat Litter?

You've probably heard that the best thing to
do with a phone after it's been dunked is

to put it in a sealed container with un-
cooked rice. Gazelle, a company that buys
and resells used electronics, tested

12
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various drying agents on phones that had
been submerged in water. What they
found was that "Dry, uncooked conven-
tional rice was the worst of the seven op-
tions tested. It absorbed the least water in
24 hours, losing out to silica gel, cat litter,
couscous, instant oatmeal, classic oat-
meal, and instant rice."

Desiccants such as rice and silica gel are
able to absorb only tiny amounts of humid-
ity from ambient air; they are not sponges
for soaking up spoonfuls of water that may
be inside a drowned phone, tablet, or lap-
top. Burying your device in a bucket of rice
or silica gel granules will slow drying con-
siderably, giving the wet components more
time to rust, and the desiccant dust may
cause more problems.

Put It in the Dryer?

Of course, putting your wet phone in a
clothes dryer, oven, or microwave is a
bad idea. But if you’re fortunate enough to
live near a service center that offers water
damage repair services, you might be able
to get your device professionally cleaned
and dried.

TekDry was a startup several years ago
that promised to revive waterlogged
phones, key fobs, remote controls, flash
drives, and other electronics. They used
an impressive-looking contraption that
sealed your device inside of a pressurized
vessel that evacuated air with a combina-
tion of low heat and a vacuum. A similar
device called the Redux was available at
Verizon's Wireless Zone stores.

| was traveling when my phone got
dunked in the pool (see above), so | tried
the Redux. My phone was relieved of 2.1
milliliters of water after an hour in the Re-
dux, but it still refused to power on.

Both companies are now defunct, pre-
sumably because they had little success
restoring water-damaged phones to
working order. My assumption is that they
failed because neither method opened up
the phone to allow sufficient drying, and
they didn't take into account the contami-
nants in the water that can cause circuit
damage.

Some people recommend food dehy-
drators, which operate between 85°F to
160°F. That's lower than the threshold
that would melt or warp most electronics,
plastics, and adhesives. But putting a
battery in any heated device is risky;
never heat a lithium-ion battery above
room temperature.

But we're getting closer to the best an-
swer to the question of how to dry out a
wet phone.

Recommended Steps to Dry Out a Wet
Phone

Let's recap... no powering on, no charg-
ing, no shaking or hair dryers. No rice,
cat litter, or oatmeal. Hair dryers, clothes
dryers, dehydrators, and microwaves are
out as well.

Here's what | and others have found to
be the best way to revive a phone
that's gotten wet.

Start by removing any phone case,
screen protector, headphones, Bluetooth
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gadgets, charging cables, or other acces-
sories that may be attached to the phone,
since these things can trap moisture inside
the phone.

Next, remove the SIM card and memory
card (if your phone has them), and lay
them on a clean surface to air dry. Aside
from these components being sensitive to
water damage, removing them will open
some "holes" in the exterior of your phone
where water might have collected, allow-
ing some moisture to escape.

Gently pat down the phone's exterior with
a paper towel or soft, lint-free cloth. Here,
you want to remove as much moisture as
possible from the surface without applying
too much pressure that could force more
water into the device. Refrain from blowing
or shaking the phone as this could dis-
perse water droplets to other parts of the
device.

It should be obvious that it's useless to dry
only the outside of the device; it's the
moisture deep in the circuitry that causes
electrical shorts. So, to blow-dry a device
effectively, you will have to open its case,
voiding the device’s warranty in many
cases. Even then, you won'’t be able to
blow warm air directly on all wet compo-
nents unless you completely disassemble
the device.

The problem is that most phone vendors
have moved to sealed unibody designs
that are difficult to open. There are plenty
of YouTube videos that show how to

take apart various gadgets, but
it's really something that’s best
left to trained professionals.

If you are able to open the
device, remove the battery, and
set it aside.

If you dropped your phone in salty or
dirty water, some recommend gently rins-
ing it in distilled water or isopropyl alco-
hol BEFORE attempting to dry it out. Dis-
tilled water does not conduct electricity
and can safely be used for this purpose.
Alcohol binds with water and is very good
at pulling moisture out of small spaces.

Both distilled water and isopropyl alcohol
are available at most pharmacies. When
possible, purchase 90% (not 70%) iso-
propyl alcohol. IMPORTANT: Don't use
alcohol on phones with OLED displays.
Isopropyl alcohol can damage OLED dis-
plays, especially their screen coatings
such as anti-reflective and oleophobic
layers.

Here's What Actually Works

What Gazelle and other researchers
have found is that natural evaporation
is the safest and most effective way to
dry out a wet device. As frustrating as it
sounds, just let the device sit in low hu-
midity for two or three days. A fan (not a
hair dryer) gently blowing across the de-
vice will help by removing humid air that
arises from the drying device. Do not
leave the device exposed to direct sun-
light, as this may cause it to overheat.
Patience is your ally.

That reminds me of my third wet phone
incident. My smartphone was stashed in
the side pocket of an inflatable boat,
which unexpectedly filled with water
when my friend climbed in after a swim.
He offered to buy me a new phone, but |
told him, "Don't worry, it'll be fine." When
| got home, | left the phone by a clip-on
fan for two days. It powered on and
worked fine until | eventually replaced it.
So, the air-dry method works.
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Prevention is the Best Cure

Here are some things you can do to protect
your phone from disasters at sea, poolside,
or by dunking in the commode.

Waterproof cases for popular brands such
as LifeProof and OtterBox offer excellent
quality protection.

If you spend time on the water, floating wa-
terproof pouches from JOTO and Aqua-
pac are affordable and highly rated by out-
door brands.

Turn on cloud backup. Google (for An-
droid phones), Apple (for iPhones), and
Samsung have off-device cloud backup op-
tions for storage of photos, contacts, text
messages, and other phone data. Make
sure auto-upload is enabled, and you will
have recent data backed up even if the
phone is ruined.

Screen-mirroring tools like Vysor, Sam-
sung DeX, and scrcpy can control the
phone from a computer if the phone itself is
unusable but still partially operational.

File extraction and data recovery apps,
Dr.Fone andTenorshare UltData, can help
to recover data from damaged phones. <

THE BRAUN BC02BL TRAVEL

ALARM CLOCK
By Bill James
Tech for Seniors Newsletter
www.techforsenior.com

T'he earliest known example

of an “alarm clock”, in the sense of a de-
vice that sounds or signals at a set time to
wake or alert, goes back further than the
bedside alarm clocks we know today.

One of the earliest documented “wake-up”
mechanisms is attributed to Plato (5th-4th
century BCE).

According to the description, he devised
a hydraulic alarm device: a ceramic ves-
sel filled with water would gradually drip
or flow into another container. Once that
container is filled, the water would trig-
ger airflow through a tube or whistle,
producing a sound to signal a set time.

So, one could say that the idea of a
“fixed time signal” dates back at least to
classical antiquity.

If we mean a mechanically-driven, user-
settable alarm clock (with a bell or
buzzer), then two milestones are
important:

One source states that personal me-
chanical alarm clocks appeared in Eu-
rope in the 15th century, with a clock dial
featuring a ring of holes into which a pin
could be placed to set the alarm.

However, a more commonly given date
is 1787, when Levi Hutchins (in Concord,
New Hampshire) built an alarm clock for
himself that rang at 4 a.m. (though it
wasn’t adjustable to other times).

The first patented adjustable alarm clock
(i.e., one that the user could set the
alarm time) was invented by Antoine Re-
dier in France in 1847.

With the widespread adoption of
smartphones and smartwatches, tradi-
tional alarm clocks have become largely
obsolete. However, for those who appre-
ciate classic timepieces, our gadget to-
day is the Braun BCO2BL Travel Alarm
Clock. It is still an exemplary piece of
minimalist Bauhaus design. These com-
pact clocks are distinguished by their
cost-effectiveness, robust construction,
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and thoughtful design, making them an ac-
cessible entry point into the work of designer
Dietrich Lubs.

Initially introduced in the 1980s, these
clocks offered reliability before the era of
mobile devices, offering a dependable alter-
native to less trustworthy hotel alarms. Even
today, they keep practical value due to their
portability and enduring aesthetic appeal, re-
flecting hallmarks of German industrial de-
sign. The BCO2BL features a legible dial,
Braun's signature yellow second hand, and
luminous-tipped hands for visibility at any
time of day. Its updated movement and si-
lent operation contribute to its status as a
classic example of well-executed design.

Specifications

* Matt case and dial

» Easy-to-read dial layout

* Luminous-tipped hands

* Iconic yellow second hand

» Compact travel size

* Quiet precision quartz movement .

» Backlight.

» Crescendo beep alarm .

* Snooze

* Movement: Quartz

* Battery Type: AA *Not Included
W:2.2” x H:2.2” x D:1”

Available from Amazon $26.76

https://tinyurl.com/2s3cazvp

Many Fun and Free Google Apps
Continued from Page 7

entire world — cities, landmarks, parks, and
even golf courses! Combine it with Google
Maps for Street View and look around as if
you're standing on the street.

5. Google Drive — Get 15 GB of free cloud
storage. Save any file and easily share it
with others. You can allow view-only access
or give permission to edit files.

6. Google Docs — A word processor similar
to Microsoft Word. Create and edit docu-
ments online, and download them to Word if
needed.

7. Google Sheets — Like Microsoft Excel,
this spreadsheet app lets you create, share,
and download spreadsheets to Excel.

8. YouTube — Enjoy unlimited free entertain-
ment. Watch old movies, music videos, doc-
umentaries, game shows, news clips, and
more. Some content requires payment, but
there’s a *massive” library of free videos.

9. Google Voice — Get a free phone number
that works just like a regular line. Make and
receive calls, send texts, and check
voicemail online.

10. Google Meet — Host or join video calls.
Great for group meetings, and unlike Zoom,
it allows unlimited one-on-one video calls for
free.

Why Not Try Something New?

Pick an app you haven’t used yet and give it
a try! You'll find how-to videos for every app
with just a quick search. It’s all free — and
you’ll never run out of things to learn or to
watch. <
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BITS AND PIECES IN THE NEWS
The Rochester Computer Society, Inc.
The Monitor, October 2025, https://rcsi.org

A US Startup Plans to Deliver “Sunlight

on Demand” After Dark. Can it Work?

Would We Want it to?

by Michael J. |. Brown and Matthew
Kenworthy

Information provided by The Conversation.

Reported on https://techx-

plore.com/news/2025-10-startup-sunlight-

demand-dark.html

A proposed constellation of satellites has

astronomers very worried. Unlike satellites
that reflect sunlight and produce light pollu-
tion as an unfortunate byproduct, the ones
by US startup Reflect Orbital would produce
light pollution by design. The company
promises to produce "sunlight on demand"
using mirrors that beam sunlight down to
Earth, enabling solar farms to operate after
sunset.

It plans to start with an 18-meter test satel-
lite named Earendil-1, which the company
has applied to launch in 2026. It would
eventually be followed by about 4,000 satel-
lites in orbit by 2030, according to the latest
reports. So, how bad would the light pollu-
tion be? And perhaps more importantly, can
Reflect Orbital's satellites even work as
advertised?

When you bounce light off your watch onto
a nearby wall, the spot of light can be very
bright. But if you bounce it onto a distant
wall, the spot becomes larger—and dimmer.
This is because the sun is not a point of
light, but spans half a degree in angle in the
sky. This means that at large distances, a
beam of sunlight is reflected off a flat mirror.

The midday sun produces roughly 1,000
watts per square meter. So 516 watts per
square meter is about half of that, which is
enough to be useful. Reflect Orbital's plan
is "simple satellites in the right constella-
tion shining on existing solar farms". And
their goal is only 200 watts per square
meter—20% of the midday sun.

If a single 54-meter satellite is 15,000
times fainter than the midday sun, you
would need 3,000 of them to achieve 20%
of the midday sun. That's a lot of satellites
to illuminate one region. So, are mirrored
satellites a practical means to produce af-
fordable solar power at night? Probably
not. Could they produce devastating light
pollution? Absolutely. The light pollution will
hinder everyone's ability to see the cos-
mos, and light pollution is known to impact
the daily rhythms of animals as well. <

Who Pays for Open-Source Software?
Uncovering Hidden Costs and Funding

Open-source software may be free to use

but creating and maintaining it often incurs
significant costs. Here are four approaches
to funding open-source software develop-
ment. Learn about them in this article:

https://www.itprotoday.com/software-devel-
opment/who-pays-for-open-source-soft-
ware-uncovering-hidden-costs-and-fund-

ing-models. <+

&fﬁf”ﬁ”
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FOR MANY HELPFUL TIPS AND
TRICKS
Go to https://www.apcug?2.org for all
aspects of computing and operating
systems.

SPECIAL OFFERS
Go to the APCUG website at Discounts &
Special Offers For User Groups —
APCUG for discounts and special offers
for members of User Groups on books,
media, and training sites, including these:

e Pearson Technology websites: In-
formlIT, Cisco Press, Pearson IT Certifi-
cation, Que Publishing, Adobe Press,
and Peachpit Press.

InformIT: The Trusted Technology
Source for IT Pros and Developers

The code for print books is ITCOMMU-
NITY, and the code for eBooks is DIG-
ITALCOMMUNITY

e See books on digital imaging and pho-
tography, gaming, animation, film and
video, post-production, audio, music
technology, broadcast and theater at

Routledge Focal Press. They offer
discounts to User Group members.

LAUGHING OUT LOUD

From HowTo Geek.com

Election Yea.r Problems

LT

We've discovered why your stomach
is upset. You've swallowed too many
campaign lies.

e My computer’s New Year’s resolution:
fewer updates at the worst possible
time.

e May your files back up, your emails
back off, and your printer behave.

e Ctrl + Alt + Delete 2025—starting
fresh never felt so good!

e Here’s to another year of pretending
we understand all the software
updates.

From Chat GPT

COPYRIGHT © 2025
by the Los Angeles Computer Society, a tax-exempt
IRC Section 501(c)(3) non-profit California corpora-
tion. All rights reserved. User Friendly is published
monthly. Subscriptions are included in membership
dues. Reproduction of any material here by any
means is expressly prohibited without written per-
mission, except that other non-profit User Groups
may reprint LACS articles in substantially unaltered
form if credit is given to the author and this publica-
tion and an e-mail is sent to LACS via its website,
www.lacspc.org, reporting the reprint user group
and the name and date of the publication. Product
and company names are trademarks of their re-
spective owners.

TECH LIFE UNITY (TechBoomers)
https://www.techlifeunity.com

For learning how to use internet-based
websites and applications for free.

DISCLAIMER
The columns, reviews, and other expres-
sions of opinion in User Friendly are the
opinions of the writers and not necessarily
those of the Los Angeles Computer Soci-
ety. LACS became a California non-profit
corporation on July 17, 1991. Its prede-
cessor was the UCLA PC Users Group.
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION and BENEFITS of MEMBERSHIP

Annual Membership Dues
Regular New and Renewal

Printed Newsletter $40
Electronic Newsletter 30
Family-Associate 12
Students 18
Contributor 50
Supporter 75
Benefactor 100
Gift Membership 20

A subscription to User Friendly is
included with membership.
Associate members use the
same mailing address as regular
members; they do not receive
their own subscriptions to User
Friendly but may read it on the
LACS website. Students must
prove full-time status. A member
may give a 1-year, 1-time gift to a
non-member.

Benefits of LACS Membership
Monthly meetings with presentations via Zoom.

Monthly Newsletter, User Friendly —
Your article submissions and free ads to sell your
computer items

Free help by email or phone — See page 10.

Group mailing list to contact or ask questions of
all members at PC@LACS.Groups.lO

Important news and announcements via User
Friendly and LACS’s mail list.

Webinars, virtual conferences, programs, and
technical information free from APCUG, an Inter-
national Association of Technology and Computer
User Groups

Annual Holiday Party

Social interaction with others who have
interests in computers and technology

In-person luncheons at a restaurant

Renewals are due in January. New members’ dues will be prorated quarterly.

Check #

New or Renewal Membership Application.

Date Dues may be paid by Zelle, PayPal, or check. If paying by check,
make it out to “Los Angeles Computer Society” and mail it with this form to
6201 W. 87t St., # 4095, Los Angeles, CA 90045

Please Print Clearly

[ 1New

[ ] Renewal

[ ] New/Renewal with printed newsletter - $40 [ ] Associate - $12 [ ] Student - $18
[ 1 New/Renewal with electronic, no paper newsletter - $30 [ ] Gift membership - $20
[ ] Contributor - $50 [ ] Supporter - $75 [ ] Benefactor - $100 [ ] Other

Name: First

Last

Name of Associate: First

Last

City, State, Zip +

Email Address:

Email of Associate

Preferred Phone:

Publish Contact Info in the roster [ ] Yes [ ] No

To Contact in Case of an Emergency: Name:

Phone:

Email:

Did a member of LACS invite you to join? If so, who? If not, how did you hear about LACS?
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GENERAL MEETINGS ARE ON ZOOM.

Before each meeting, members and invited guests will receive an
email with the URL link to the meeting. Just click on the link.

If you haven'’t received it by the morning of the meeting, let Leah
Clark know at leahjc@sbcglobal.net

Please try to arrive at least a few minutes before the meeting start-
time so you don't interrupt the meeting, and any technical prob-
lems can be solved. If you need to take a break during a meeting,
do not click on Leave or End. If you do, the meeting will be inter-
rupted when you re-enter. You may turn off your video while you
are gone.




